
TO:  City Council 

FROM: James L. App, City Manager 

SUBJECT: Paso Robles High School Bond Measure 

DATE: May 2, 2006 

NEEDS: For the City Council to consider a request from citizens to support passage of a 
$20,000,000 bond measure for High School improvements 

FACTS: 1. The Paso Robles Unified School District Board of Directors established a citizen-
based facilities committee this past winter to examine school facility needs. 

2. The facilities committee recommended presentation of a $20,000,000 bond 
measure to the voters to fund improvements for the High School. 

3. In February 2006, the School Board honored the citizen facilities committee 
recommendation by voting to place a $20,000,000 High School bond measure on 
the June 2006 ballot. 

4. Bond proceeds will be used for: 

Classroom upgrades & equipment 
Portable classroom renovation/replacement 
Music, drama, & arts instructional facility 
Expanded physical education facilities 
Trade & Technology “Academy” (instructional facility) 
Renovation/replacement/upgrade of HVAC equipment & roofs 
Suspended ceiling seismic retrofit 
Restroom seismic & ADA retrofit 
Parking lot upgrades. 

5. A $20,000,000 bond will cost property owners $13.24 per $100,000 of assessed 
valuation over 25 years. 

6. The approximate average assessed value of residences in town is $300,000.  So, 
the bond levy will result in an annual cost of about $39.72. 

7. The estimated tax rate of $13.24 is within the established taxing capacity of City 
property owners as gauged by their payment of Municipal bond levies in 2005 at 
$178 (per $100,000 assessed value) - now reduced to $108.  Stated differently, in 
2006, if the High School Bond passes, the combined tax rate (municipal plus high 
school bonds) will be approximately $121.24 – significantly less than the $178 
paid for just municipal bonds in 2005. 



8. The Paso Robles Chamber of Commerce has endorsed the High School Bond. 

9. The Tribune urges voter support of the bond. 

10. A draft community Economic Strategy, jointly commissioned by the City Council 
and Chamber of Commerce, includes a primary objective to continually educate 
the local labor force.  One of the primary means to accomplish this objective is to 
actively support public education.  Endorsement of the High School bond 
measure is consistent with the Strategy. 

11. Endorsement of the High School Bond is consistent with the City Council’s 
adopted goal to “support local schools.” 

ANALYSIS & 
CONCLUSION: Local public schools are Paso Robles assets.  As such, the State generally expects the 

local community to fund needed rehabilitations and improvements.  One of Paso 
Robles public school facilities, the High School, is in need of some repair and 
renovation. 

Paso Robles High School was built in 1981 for 1200 students.  The facility is host to 
2,200 students, nearly double its design load, and, as a consequence of both age (25 
years old) and continuing load above design capacity, is in need of added instructional 
facilities as well as seismic & A.D.A. retrofit, renovation and/or replacement of 
obsolete mechanical systems.  These conclusions were confirmed by a group of 
citizens organized to advise the Paso Robles Unified School Board. 

The citizen group determined the most cost effective means to preserve the 
community’s investment in this fixed asset, and to meet continuing student loads, is 
to request voter support for a $13.24 per $100,000 real property assessed value limited 
term tax.  The proposed tax would cost the average homeowner in Paso Robles 
approximately $39 per year (as the estimated average assessed value is $300,000).  The 
$39 per year for 25 years would fund the issuance of $20,000,000 bond to complete 
many of the projects listed above (in Fact #4). 

Paso Robles property owners have an established capacity to fund this limited term 
tax.  Between 2002 and 2005, each paid $178 per $100,000 A.V. to fund the cost of a 
$38,000,000 Municipal Bond.  For 2006, the municipal bond tax rate has been reduced 
to $108/$100,000 A.V.  As a consequence, Paso Robles property owners can both 
support the High School Bond and pay less per $100,000 A.V. than they paid in 2005 
($108 + $13 = $121 vs. $178 paid in 2005). 

A group of concerned parents has undertaken a grass roots campaign to advocate for 
the High School.  They have requested the City Council’s endorsement of the 
proposed High School Bond (which will be on the June 6 ballot).  The endorsement 
sought is consistent with adopted City Council goal to support local schools, and with 
the draft Economic Strategy jointly commissioned by the City Council and the 
Chamber of Commerce.  Local business, through their representative business 
association, the Chamber of Commerce, has endorsed the bond. 



POLICY
REFERENCE: City Council Goals; Draft Economic Strategy. 

FISCAL 
IMPACT: No direct, immediate impact upon Municipal finances. 

OPTIONS: A. Adopt Resolution No. ____ Endorsing Measure H Paso Robles High School Bond. 

B. Amend, Modify or Reject the Option Above. 

Attachment: Paso Robles Public Schools Bond Facts 
The Tribune 4/23/06 Editorial 

 Resolution 













RESOLUTION 06-_____ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL  
OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES 

ENDORSING THE PASO ROBLESHIGH SCHOOL FACILITIES BOND MEASURE 
‘H’

WHEREAS, the City’s General Plan established a vision for the community as a place where people 
could live, work and shop; and

WHEREAS, such a vision assumes vigorous and effective educational opportunities for area youth 
through local public schools; and   

WHEREAS, the General Plan established policies and programs supportive to local K-12 public 
schools needs for funds to acquire property and build facilities; and

WHEREAS, the Paso Robles School District requested the assistance and advice of a group of 
citizens to identify facility needs and means to address those needs; and   

WHEREAS, that committee concluded that local High School facilities need rehabilitation and 
some expansion; and 

WHEREAS, they recommended to the School Board, and the Board acted to place, a bond measure 
on the June 2006 ballot to ask voters for the funds to address local High School facility needs; and 

WHEREAS, the Paso Robles Chamber of Commerce has endorsed the High School Bond; and 

WHEREAS, City support of the proposed bond measure is consistent with established General 
Plan policies, adopted Council goals, and a draft community Economic Strategy commissioned by 
both the City Council and the Chamber of Commerce. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles 
to endorse the Paso Robles School District June 2006 High School Facilities Bond Measures ‘H’, and 
encourage local voters to vote “YES” on Measure ‘H’ on June 6, 2006. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 2nd day of May 2006 on the following vote: 

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

____________________________________ 
               Frank R. Mecham, Mayor 
ATTEST:

__________________________________ 
Cathy M. David, Deputy City Clerk 


